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K. Jack Bauer was a Professor of History at Rensselaer from 1965 until his death in 1987.  In 
addition to his professorial duties, Bauer was Chairman of the Department of History and 
Political Science from 1969 to 1970 and served as  Institute Archivist from 1970 to 1977. 
 
Professor Bauer received his bachelor's degree in history from Harvard College in 1948. He 
subsequently earned a master's degree and doctorate from Indiana University in 1949 and 
1953. 
 
From 1954-1955, Professor Bauer was an archivist at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.  
He then became an historian for the U.S. Marine Corps (1955-1957) after which he served as 
the Head of the Division of Naval History and assistant to Samuel E. Morison at the Division of 
Naval History (1957-1961). 
 
Bauer was appointed an Associate in History at George Washington University (1961).  He then 
became an Assistant Professor of History at Morris Harvey College, where he taught from 1961 
to 1965. 
 
In 1965, K. Jack Bauer came to RPI as an Associate Professor of History.  In 1970 he was 
promoted to full Professor.  During his tenure at Rensselaer, Bauer received significant 
recognition for his work as a diplomatic and military historian.  Included among his many 
awards and honors was the 1970 Moncado Prize from the American Military Institute and the 
1982 John Lyman Award from the North American Society for Oceanic History.  In 1987, he 
received the William H. Wiley Distinguished Faculty Award at Rensselaer, in recognition of his 
exceptional teaching and outstanding scholarship. 
 
Throughout his career Bauer published numerous books including Zachary Taylor: Soldier, 
Planter, and Statesman of the Old South-West; The Mexican War, 1846-1848; and A Maritime 
History of the United States: the Role of American Seas and Waterways.  He also published 
many articles on U.S. military history.  
 
 
 



 

Scope and Content Note 
 
The Bauer Papers are divided into four series which correspond to Professor Bauer's filing 
system.   
 
Series I contains correspondence between Professor Bauer and his colleagues.   The files are 
arranged alphabetically by subject.  They relate primarily to his publications and research 
interests as well as his work for professional organizations. 
 
Series II contains files on Professor Bauer's published works.  In addition to copies of articles 
and manuscripts, the files include notes and reviews as well as comments by colleagues.  They 
are arranged alphabetically, by subject. 
 
Series III is composed of notes, speeches, and memorabilia from Professor Bauer's professional 
organizations.  The files are arranged alphabetically by subject.  
 
Series IV contains course and curriculum material from classes taught by Professor Bauer at 
RPI.  They include exams, lecture notes and syllabi for such courses as The American Frontier, 
The Civil War, and Military History.  They are arranged alphabetically, by subject. 
 

  
 

Box Folder Description Date 

 
  Series I:  Correspondence 

 

 

1 1 A 1961-86 
 2 Alden, John D. 1983-84 
 3 Allard, Dean C. 1962-81 
 4 America's First Battles 1981-86 
 5 American Military Institute 1979-81 
 6 American Military Institute Board 1982-84 
 7 American Military Institute Board 1985-87 
 8 American Secretaries of the Navy 1966-72 
 9 American Secretaries of the Navy 1960-67, 1972 
 10 American Secretaries of the Navy 1973-82 
    
2 1 American Shipbuilding - Plans Appraisal 1986 
 2 Army Military Institute 1971-72 
 3 Army Military Institute 1979 
 4 Atrophied Power (Article) 1984 
 5 B 1967-1987 
 6 Book Reviews 1987 



 

 7 Book Reviews 1985-86 
 8 Book Reviews 1982-84 
 9 Book Reviews 1978-81 
 10 Book Proposals 1969-74 
 11 C 1960-87 
    
3 1 Center for Strategic & International Studies  1978 
 2 Coletta, Paola E. 1967-88 
 3 Colonel Colt's Submarine Battery (Article) 1979 
 4 Committee - Secretary of the Navy's Advisory 

Committee on Naval History 
1984-86 

 5 Committee - Citizens Advisory Committee for the 
Saratoga Battlefield 

1981-84 

 6 Committee - Department of the Army Historical 
Advisory Committee 

1978 

 7 Company of Military Historians Talk 1985 
 8 Cultural Relativity and the Policy Plan 1974 
 9 D 1976-87 
 10 Dictionary of American Military Biography 1978-79 
    
4 1 E 1962-79 
 2 F 1964-87 
 4 Fort Edward Project 1986 
 5 G 1961-87 
 6 Michael Glazier, Inc. 1978-81 
 7 H 1962-87 
 8 Holt, Thaddeus 1984-87 
 9 I 1948-88 
 10 Inland Seas and Overseas (Article) 1980-82 
    
5 1 International Committee for Maritime History 1987 
 2 J 1961-88 
 3 John Rodgers: The Stalwart Conservative (Article) 1980-84 
 4 Journal of the West 1980-82 
 5 Journal of the West 1978-79 
 6 K 1964-88 
 7 L 1963-87 
 8 M 1962-87 
 9 Martin, Donald 1961-77 
 10 Maritime History of the United States 1977-88 
    
6 1 Maritime Impact 1974-81 
 2-4 The Mexican War 1969-71, 1972-74, 

1969-80 



 

 5 Miscellaneous Correspondence 1978-79 
 6 S.E. Morrison 1958-76 
 7 S.E. Morrison Bibliography 1977 
 8 S.E. Morrison Talk, Cleveland State 1977 
 9 Morris Harvey College 1961-66 
 10 N 1947-1987 
 11 North American Society for Oceanic History(NASOH) 1986 
    
7 1 NASOH Awards Committee 1985-86 
 2 NASOH Awards Committee 1986-87 
 3 National Endowment for the Humanities 1980-81 
 4 National Endowment for the Humanities 1980-83 
 5 National Endowment for the Humanities 1987-88 
 6 Naval War College 1980-81 
 7 P 1960-1988 
 8 Pan, Wei Lo 1981-86 
 9 Pecos National Monument 1986-88 
 10 Ports in the West 1982-83 
 11 Q-R 1952-87 
    
8 1 Rezneck, Samuel 1970-78 
 2 S 1960-79 
 3 S 1980-88 
 4 Scholarly Resources 1978-87 
 5 Sea Command and Mankind (Article) 1972-73 
 6 Sea Command - Comments 1986-87 
 7 Sea Command - Pre-Publication Correspondence 1983-86 
 8 Ships of the Navy 1969-87 
 9 Shubrick Papers 1974-75 
    
9 1 Soldiering: The Civil War Diary of Rice C. Bull 1981-87 
 2 Soldiering: The Civil War Diary of Rice C. Bull 1978-80 
 3 Soldiering: The Civil War Diary of Rice C. Bull 1977-78 
 4 Soldiering: The Civil War Diary of Rice C. Bull 1974-77 
 5 Steeple, W. Jaques 1957-64 
 6 Surfboats and Horse Marines 1969-86 
 7 Surfboats and Horse Marines 1965-68 
 8 Surfboats and Horse Marines 1968 
 9 Surfboats and Horse Marines 1968-69 
 10 T 1961-87 
 11 Technology in America 1968-69 
 12 Thomas, Jesse Burgess 1961-73 

 
    



 

10 1 Theodore Roosevelt Association 1984-88 
 2 Time-Life Books 1977-78 
 3 Turnhollow, A.F. 1982-83 
 4 U.S. Army Command & General Staff College 1976-77 
 5 U.S. Army Command & General Staff College 1977-83 
 6 U.S. Military Academy - Selection Committee 1986 
 7 U.S. Military Academy - Talk 1987 
 8 U.S. Naval Academy Symposium 1977-78 
 9 U.S. Naval Academy Symposium 1979 
 10 U.S. Naval Academy Symposium 1981 
 11 U.S. Naval Academy Symposium 1981-84 
 12 U.S. Naval Academy Symposium 1985 
 13 U.S. Naval Bases 1981-82 
    
11 1 U.S. Naval Bases 1982-85 
 2 U.S. Navy on the Great Lakes (Article) 1984 
 3 V 1968, 70 
 4 The Valley Forge Journal 1988-89 
 5 W 1981-88 
 6 W 1964-78 
 7 West Point Lecture 1982 
 8 World War II Conference (Sienna) 1987 
 9 Wright, Richard J. 1975-86 
 10 Zachary Taylor 1974-75 
 11 Zachary Taylor 1979-84 
 12 Zachary Taylor 1984-85 
 13 Zachary Taylor - Bibliography 1986-88 
    
  Series II:  Publications  

    
12 1 Article - "General John E. Wool's Memoranda of the 

Battle of Buena Vista"  (with research notes) 
 

 2 Article - "List of United States Warships on the Great 
Lakes, 1796-1941" 

 

 3 Article - "Naval Shipbuilding Programs, 1794-1860"  
 4 Article - "Planning the Last Invasion: The Pacific 

Theater, April/August, 1945" 
 

 5 Article - "Samuel Francis DuPont: Aristocrat and 
Professional"  (with notes and correspondence) 

 

 6 Article - "Samuel Francis DuPont: Aristocrat and 
Professional"  (with notes and correspondence) 

 

 7 Article - "The Sancala Affair"  
 8 Article - "U.S. Navy and Texas Independence"  
 9 Article - "What Are You Up To Sergei?"  



 

 10 Book Reviews  
    
13 1 Historical Abstracts  
 2 Manuscripts - Journal of the West  
 3 Manuscript - The United States Navy and Marine 

Corps Bases Overseas, (Page Proof, 1985) 
 

 4 Manuscript - The United States Navy and Marine 
Corps Bases Overseas, (Page Proof, 1985) 

 

 5 Manuscript - The United States Navy and Marine 
Corps Bases Overseas, (Page Proof, 1985) 

 

 6 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Preface  
 7 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter I  
 8 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter II  
 9 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter III  
 10 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter IV  
 11 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter V  
 12 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter VI  
 13 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter VII  
 14 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter VIII  
 15 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter IX  
 16 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter X  
 17 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter XI  
 18 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter XII  
 19 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter XIII  
 20 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter XIV  
 21 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter XV  
    
14 1 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Chapter XVI  
 2 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Notes,  Chapters, I-IV  
 3 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Notes,  Chapters, V-IX  
 4 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Notes,  Chapters, X-XVI  
 5 Manuscript - Zachary Taylor - Bibliographic Essay  
 6 The Papers of Jefferson Davis - Introduction  
 7 Ships of The Navy - Volume I  
 8 Ships of The Navy - Volume I  
 9 Stone Upon Stone: A Sesquicentennial History of St. 

John's Church, Troy 
 

 10 Thesis - (M.A.) "United States Naval Shipbuilding 
Programs, 1775 - 1860" 

 

 11 Zachary Taylor - Post Publication 
 

 

    
    



 

  Series III: Professional Organizations  

    
15 1 Bicentennial Project  
 2 Conference - Maritime History  1979, 1980 
 3 Conference - National Archives & Records Services 1973-79 
 4 Guest Lectures 1965, 1974-76, 1982 
 5 Interview - "The American Adventure", Dallas 

Community College TV Program 
 

 6 Organizations - The American Historical Society  
 7 Organizations - Civil War Round Table - Capital District 

Meeting 
 

 8 Organizations - Civil War Round Table- Harrisburg 
Meeting 

 

 9 Organizations - North American Society of Oceanic 
History 

1984 

 10 Organizations - North American Society of Oceanic 
History 

1987 

 11 Organizations - Society for History in the Federal 
Government 

 

 12 Organizations - Southwestern Social Science 
Association 

1984 

 13 Organizations - Upper Hudson Library Federation  
 14 Rensselaer County Revolutionary War Bicentennial 

Commission 
 

    
16 1 Talks: Allegheny College Lecture April 9, 1986 
 2 Talks: History of Rensselaer County  
 3 Talks: Maritime History of Troy  
 4 Talks - Miscellaneous  
  Series IV:  Course Material/Curriculum  
    
  Series IV:  Course Material/Curriculum  

    

17 1 Course Descriptions 1987 
 2 Course Outlines 1965 
 3 Curriculum Committee - Humanities & Social Sciences  
 4 Exams - The American Frontier 1962-64, 1972 
 5 Exams - The American Presidents 1982-85 
 6 Exams - The American Revolution 1976, 1981, 1984 
 7 Exams - The Civil War 1980, 1985 
 8 Exams - Decision Making in American History 1980-81 
 9 Exams - Diplomatic History 1965-86 
 10 Exams - The Far East 1963-65, 1979 



 

 11 Exams - Foundations in American History 1985, 1986 
 12 Exams - History of American Technology 1967-73, 1979, 1985 
 13 Exams - Maritime History 1972-83 
 14 Exams - Military Affairs in American History 1969-86 
 15 Exams - Miscellaneous 1961-1965 
 16 Exams - U.S. History 1947-51, 1962-65 
 17 Exams - U.S. History 1962-78, 1984-86 
 18 Exams - World War II 1974-75, 1979-1987 
 19 Lecture Notes - American History, Military Affairs  
 20 Lecture Notes - Colonial History  
 21 Lecture Notes - Diplomatic History  
    
18 1 Lecture Notes - Diplomatic History  
 2 Lecture Notes - Foundations - Civil War & 

Reconstruction 
 

 3 Lecture Notes - Foundations - Colonial Period  
 4 Lecture Notes - Foundations - Jackson, Manifest 

Destiny 
 

 5 Lecture Notes - U.S. Survey - Revolution & New 
Government 

 

 6 Memoranda - Humanities & Social Sciences 1981 
 7 Memoranda - Humanities & Social Sciences  1980 
 8 Memoranda - Humanities & Social Sciences  1980 
 9 Memoranda - Humanities & Social Sciences  1979 
 10 Memoranda - Science & Technology Studies  1986 
 11 Upper Hudson Studies Task Force  
 


