H&SS First Year Studies Program
Summer Seminar

“Perspectives of the First Year Student”
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Final Program
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Sponsored by the
First Year Studies Program

School of Humanities & Social Sciences

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

BREAKFAST 
Monday, May 17th
Available from 8am.  Please arrive by 8:45am.

(All events will be held at the Taborton Zion UCC Hall.  See page 5 for directions.)


MORNING, DAY 1
9am – 12 noon
Opening Remarks

Atsushi Akera & Julie Gutmann
Workshop on “The Perspectives of the First Year Student”
Eva Nagel & Kiara Nagel
LUNCH

Served 12n – 1:30pm

AFTERNOON, DAY 1
1:30pm – 4:30pm

Collective Decision on Breakout Session Topics for Morning of Day 2
Presentation by FYS Faculty Members

“Strategies and Experiences for Teaching First-Year Students”

· “From Soundscapes to Living Metaphors—Strategies for Engaged Learning”
Tomie Hahn (Arts)
· “Growing Up in America—Engagement Through Mobilizing a Student’s Personal Experiences”
John Gowdy (Economics) and Julie Gutmann (LL&C)
· “Lessons and Experiences from Preparing New Courses for First-Year Students”
Kate Boyer (STS)
Panel discussion:

“How Are We Doing?: Observations, Insights & Feedback”
Eva Nagel, Kiara Nagel, Julie Gutmann, Jack Mahoney, Pamela Theroux, Jeannie Steigler, Lisa Trahan, & first year students.
DINNER
5:00 – 8:00pm

LaPerla Restaurant

Route 43 in Averill Park. 674-3774.

(If driving there directly, please call the restaurant for directions.)

Cocktails at 5:00p (Wine + Cash Bar)
Dinner from 6:00p

    ~   ☼   ~

BREAKFAST
Tuesday, May 18th
Available from 8am. (Please arrive by 8:45am.)
MORNING, DAY 2
9am – 12n

Curriculum Development Session
“Curricular Strategies for the First Year Student”
· Breakout Session I
Some Sample Topics:
(The actual topics will be decided collectively on Monday)

· How do I make my materials accessible to an eighteen year old student?

· How do you open a semester in a way that draws in the students?
· How much reading materials should I assign?

· What do I do with a student who’s having difficulties?

· Reporting of Highlights from Each Breakout Session
· Breakout Session II

· Reporting of Highlights from Each Breakout Session

Panel: “What thoughts and advice we’d like to offer FYS instructors”

Lisa Trahan, Jack Mahoney, Pamela Theroux, Nan Williams
with Julie Gutmann, Eva Nagel, and Kiara Nagel
LUNCH

Served 12n – 1pm

AFTERNOON, DAY 2
1pm –4pm

“A five-minute update on FYS Program’s mission and future visions”

Atsushi Akera
Administrative Discussions:
· What resources would we like to have? (instructional resources for our courses)

· Collective planning for the fall lecture series

· Creating a culture of teaching and learning (pedagogy workshops)

· What kind of outcomes assessment might we actually find useful?

· How should we define ‘critical wisdom’ for first year students?

<BREAK> Refreshments available.

“Perspectives of the First Year Student”
Student Panel—Evan Maride, Nate Bobeck, Brandace King & Ticina Johnson
Closing Session

Julie Gutmann, Eva Nagel, Kiara Nagel


Taborton Zion UCC Hall

744 Taborton Rd.

Sand Lake, NY 12153

Contact information:

Atsushi Akera

(518) 674-8070

akeraa@rpi.edu
The seminar this year will be held at the Taborton Zion UCC Hall, located out in the countryside, some fifteen miles east of Troy/Albany.  During the breaks, you will be able to relax along the banks of two spring-fed ponds.  You may also explore the hiking trails (old logging roads) on some 1200 acres of wooded lots that adjoin the property.

Directions from RPI and Downtown Troy:
Go EAST on Congress (NY Rte 2) to Pawling Ave. (NY Rte 66)
Take NY Rte 66 approx. nine miles to the town of Sand Lake.
  o The road veers right at the 4 mile mark (where it splits with NY355)
  o The road intersects NY351 at the 7 mile mark
  o The “Town” of Sand Lake is at the NY66 / NY43 / Rensselaer County Road 42

intersection.
  o There is a Cumberland Farms and Post Office there
Turn LEFT at this intersection onto Rensselaer County Road 42.  This is Taborton Rd.
The UCC Hall is at 744 Taborton Rd. (3.2 miles up)
  o Across the street from the Taborton Zion UCC church.
Directions from Albany:
Take I-90 EAST across the Hudson River.
Take 2nd EXIT (Exit 8), NY Rte 43, for Defreestville
PROCEED approx 10 miles to town of Sand Lake
  o go through towns of Defreestville, West Sand Lake, and Averill Park
  o The “Town” of Sand Lake is at the NY66 / NY43 / Rensselaer County Road 42

intersection.
  o There is a Cumberland Farms and Post Office there
Go STRAIGHT THRU the intersection.  This is Taborton Rd.
The UCC Hall is at 744 Taborton Rd. (3.2 miles up)
  o Across the street from the Taborton Zion UCC church.
If you need directions from elsewhere, please email Atsushi at akeraa@rpi.edu.
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