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	H&SS FIRST YEAR STUDIES PROGRAM
Atsushi Akera, Director
Julie Gutmann, Director Of Pedagogy











12 August 2003

Dear H&SS Faculty:

First of all, thanks for your interest in the First Year Studies program.  The purpose of the attached form, and the approval process, is to ensure that the pedagogic mission of our program is preserved as we introduce new courses.  We have recently completed the process of developing suitable—and flexible—guidelines for FYS courses.  Basically, the only major stipulation is that a FYS course be a “topics” course designed around a specific issue or theme, in order to make the content accessible to first-year students.  Otherwise, we are interested in any course design that would give entering students “an active learning experience that affords them a broad view of the role of H&SS disciplines in understanding culture, society and the nature of humanity.”  Further information on the program may be found in the attached brochure and at the FYS website, www.rpi.edu/dept/fys.
We are accepting applications now for courses to be offered in Spring of 2004.  The forms are due by September 12th.  Approvals will be made by the director and director of pedagogy, in consultation with the FYS Faculty Advisory Committee, by September 17th.

Atsushi Akera

Director, FYS Program

Julie Gutmann

Director of Pedagogy, FYS Program
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	H&SS FIRST YEAR STUDIES PROGRAM
Atsushi Akera, Director
Julie Gutmann, Director Of Pedagogy



Application Form for New Courses

The purpose of this approval process is to preserve the original vision of the FYS program, namely that entering students be given an active learning experience that affords them a broad view of the role of H&SS disciplines in understanding culture, society and the nature of humanity. It is understood that strict adherence to the program’s defining pedagogic strategies is not expected of every FYS course. However, the combination of pedagogic strategies that typify FYS courses, namely critical thinking, writing and communications, personal instructional attention, teamwork/group work, community building and awareness, diversity/diversity of perspectives, and use of advanced instructional technology should guide their design and implementation.  Once approved, courses may be listed for a period of three years, after which it will be reviewed by the program every three years.
Course Name:



Department:



Proposed Instructor:



Offered:
___ Fall
[  ] Every Year

(if known)
___ Spring
[  ] Alternate Years

[If available, please attach a preliminary syllabus with this application.]
Course Description: (75 word limit, RPI Course Catalog format.)

Instructor’s Statement of Course Objectives:

(use or expand to additional pages as necessary)
FYS Objectives:  The FYS director and director of pedagogy, in consultation with the FYS Faculty Advisory Committee will approve or disapprove a request based on the overall integration of FYS pedagogic goals and objectives, as represented by your answers to the questions below.

1) Is the course a “topics” course organized around a specific issue or theme?  Our primary interest is in offering courses built around a familiar or recognizable topic that permits students to engage directly with course content.  (FYS courses should not be an “Intro to X” course.)

[   ] Yes           [   ] No

2) While team teaching is no longer an official requirement, the program continues to place significant emphasis on offering multidisciplinary courses.  Is the course interdisciplinary in its design?  To what extent does your course incorporate multiple or interdisciplinary perspectives?

3) We currently consider the following to be the signature pedagogic strategies of the FYS program.  There is no expectation that any single course will fully incorporate all of these strategies.  Please indicate, briefly, how you may be incorporating some or all of these strategies in your course design.

· Critical Thinking

· Writing and Communications

· Personal Instructional Attention

· Teamwork or Group Work

· Community Building and Awareness

· Diversity / Diversity of Perspective

· Use of Advanced Instructional Technology

(use or expand to additional pages as necessary)
4) The following are formal requirements for all FYS courses.  In submitting this proposal, please verify that you and your department chair agree to the following:
· The course will be listed at four (4) credits.

· Section size will be limited to twenty-five (25) first-year students only.

· Students will spend at least two hours a week in a section or studio with no more than twenty-five (25) students.  (Courses may be organized as a larger plenary that breaks up into multiple discussion sections or studios.)

· You are willing to participate in a two-day FYS Summer Seminar held in May.
(FYS runs the Summer Seminar to collectively define and develop a common pedagogic style for FYS courses.  Substantial summer supplemental compensation is offered to all participants).

5)  OPTIONAL: Please attach any teaching evaluations (e.g. IDEA, subjective departmental forms, etc…) from the past three years, OR reply to the questions below.

Would you be willing to release your IDEA evaluations for the past three years?

YES____  NO____

Would you be willing to release subjective course evaluation forms maintained by your department for the past three years (if applicable)?  YES____  NO____ 
If you attached teaching evaluations, or answered YES to either of the questions above, to whom should we restrict this information? (All information will be kept confidential within these limits.)
_____ The FYS director and director of pedagogy only.
_____ The FYS director, pedagogy director, and FYS Faculty Advisory Committee only.
6) Other Comments:

This form may be submitted electronically to akeraa@rpi.edu.  If available, please attach a preliminary syllabus with this application.  (It is not required, but will help our evaluations.)

Signature:

 Date:
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