
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Darrin Communications Center, Great Hall  

8:00 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 
 

Hosted by:  The Office of the Provost and  

the Office of Institute Diversity 



 



 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy E. Sams, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Student Life 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

  
Dr. Timothy E. Sams is the Vice President for Student Life at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, where he 

oversees the Instituteôs co-curricular work with its students.  For two years prior to Rensselaer he was the 

Associate Dean of Students for New York University in Abu Dhabi, located in the United Arab Emirates. 

Before going to Abu Dhabi, Dr. Sams spent 13 years at Swarthmore College as the Assistant Dean of the 

College and Director of the Black Cultural Center, and four years at Williams College as the Director of the 

Multicultural Center.  His continued work in higher education reflects his commitment to student access and 

success, leadership and social transformation. 

 

Hailing from Syracuse, New York, Dr. Sams received his BA from Union College, Schenectady, NY, his MA 

from The State University of New York at Albany, and his Ph.D. from Temple University in African American 

Studies.  His intellectual interests are Ancient Egyptian History and Culture, West African Literature, The Black 

Family and Community and Discipline Building.  He is acutely concerned with how the construction of African 

American Studies and knowledge can be used to transform the minds of African and other worldôs people.  

 

Dr. Samsô interests have led him to explore the merits of Kingian Nonviolence as a tool for social 

transformation.  He spent three years developing his knowledge of and skills in nonviolent social change, as 

well as student movements in the US.  And, his deep commitment to human transformation undergirds his 

developed expertise in diversity, where he is a sought after speaker and consultant.  

 

Finally, Dr. Sams is an active father of two, Nyla and Ajani, and husband to Frenita.  He enjoys basketball, 

home making, African art, travel and spending meaningful time with friends and family. 



 



 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

2012 Black Family Technology Awareness Day 
òTetherless Training for Tomorrowõs Technologies:  

Heroes, Role Models, and Mentorsó 

 
Schedule of Events 

 
8:00 ð 8:45 AM  Registration 
    Darrin Communications Center (DCC) - Great Hall 
 
 8:45 ð 9:45 AM  Opening Ceremony 
    Darrin Communications Center (DCC) - Room 308 
     

Master of Ceremonies:  Michael E. Moore, Associate Director of Admissions & 
Director of Multicultural Recruitment Program 

 

Welcome - Shirley Ann Jackson, Ph.D., President 
 

    Keynote Speaker - Timothy E. Sams, Ph.D., Vice President for Student Life 

 
10:00 ð 10:45 AM  Workshop Session #1 

 

 
11:00 AM ð 11:45 AM Workshop Session #2  
 

 
12:00 ð 1:15 PM Lunch 
    Alumni Sports and Recreation Center (òThe Armoryó) 
 
1:30 ð 2:15 PM  Workshop Session #3  
 
 

2:30 ð 3:15 PM  Workshop Session #4  
 

 
3:30 ð 4:15 PM  Panel Discussion  
    Alumni Sports and Recreation Center (òThe Armoryó) 

 
4:15 ð 4:30 PM  Closing Ceremony  
    Alumni Sports and Recreation Center (òThe Armoryó) 

 
Event Raffle  
 
Soloist:  Christian Griffin õ13  
òLift Every Voice and Singó (The Black National Anthem) 

 



 

Workshop Listing by Session 
 
Workshop Session #1  -  10:00 ð 10:45 AM    
(Please choose one workshop to attend) 
 

1. Basic Forensic Science and Crime Scene Investigation (grades: all) 
2. Can You ID Me? (grades: 6 - 12) 
3. Cooking With Chemistry (grades: all) 
4. Energy Beneath our Feet (grades: 9 - 12) 
5. Future of Light (grades: all) 
6. Gumdrop Design 101: Building Your Future with Alpha Phi Alpha (grades: all) 
7. High Tech Entrepreneurship 101 (grades: 6 - 12) 
8. How we Harvest Power from Wind! (grades: 6 - 12) 
9. Mission LEGO® Robotics (maximum of 20 participants per session) (grades: 6 ï 8) 
10. Nanny's Double Dutch (grades: all) 
11. Plasma Art (maximum of 15 participants per session) (grades: all) 
12. Small Science (grades: 3 - 12) 
13. Solar Energy Light from Light (grades: 6 - 12) 
14. The Art and Science of Pocket Billiards (grades: all) 
15. The Raft Rally: A Lesson in Buoyancy (grades: all) 
16. Virtual Turntables: Hip Hop and Computer Science (grades: all) 
17. What is the Internet? (grades: all) 
18. Wind Turbine Kits: Learn Through Play! (maximum of 30 participants per session) (grades: all) 

 
 
Workshop Session #2   -  11:00 AM ð 11:45 AM   
 (Please choose one workshop to attend) 
 

1. Can You ID Me? (grades: 6 - 12) 
2. Cooking With Chemistry (grades: all) 
3. Energy Beneath our Feet (grades: 9 - 12) 
4. Experiment with Science: Sigma Delta Sorority (grades: K ï 5) 
5. Future of Light (grades: all) 
6. Gumdrop Design 101: Building Your Future with Alpha Phi Alpha (grades: all) 
7. High Tech Entrepreneurship 101 (grades: 6 - 12) 
8. How Secure is Your Cyber Walk? (grades: all) 
9. How we Harvest Power from Wind! (grades: 6 - 12) 
10. Mission LEGO® Robotics (maximum of 20 participants per session) (grades: 6 ï 8) 
11. Mothers of Invention: Black Women Inventors and Innovators (grades: all) 
12. Nanny's Double Dutch (grades: all) 
13. Plasma Art (maximum of 15 participants per session) (grades: all) 
14. Small Science (grades: 3 - 12) 
15. Solar Energy Light from Light (grades: 6 - 12) 
16. The Art and Science of Pocket Billiards (grades: all) 
17. The Raft Rally: A Lesson in Buoyancy (grades: all) 
18. Virtual Turntables: Hip Hop and Computer Science (grades: all) 
19. What is the Internet? (grades: all) 
20. Wind Turbine Kits: Learn Through Play! (maximum of 30 participants per session) (grades: all) 



 

Workshop Listing by Session  (continued) 

 
Workshop Session #3  -  1:30 ð 2:15 PM   
(Please choose one workshop to attend) 
 

1. Basic Forensic Science and Crime Scene Investigation (grades: all) 
2. Cooking With Chemistry (grades: all) 
3. Energy Beneath our Feet (grades: 9 - 12) 
4. Energy Storage (grades: 6 - 12) 
5. Experiment with Science: Sigma Delta Sorority (grades: K ï 5) 
6. Future of Light (grades: all) 
7. Gumdrop Design 101: Building Your Future with Alpha Phi Alpha (grades: all) 
8. High Tech Entrepreneurship 101 (grades: 6 - 12) 
9. How Secure is Your Cyber Walk? (grades: all) 
10. Laser Technology Demo Show (grades: all) 
11. Mission LEGO® Robotics (maximum of 20 participants per session) (grades: 6 ï 8) 
12. Mothers of Invention: Black Women Inventors and Innovators (grades: all) 
13. Nanny's Double Dutch (grades: all) 
14. SHPE Outreach Olympics Obstacle Course (grades: 6 - 12) 
15. Small Science (grades: 3 - 12) 
16. The 411: College and Careers in the Accounting and Business Profession (grades: 9 - 12) 
17. The Art and Science of Pocket Billiards (grades: all) 
18. The Raft Rally: A Lesson in Buoyancy (grades: all) 
19. Virtual Turntables: Hip Hop and Computer Science (grades: all) 
20. What is the Internet? (grades: all) 
21. Wind Turbine Kits: Learn Through Play! (maximum of 30 participants per session) (grades: all) 

 
Workshop Session #4   -  2:30 ð 3:15 PM   
(Please choose one workshop to attend) 
 

1. Cooking With Chemistry (grades: all) 
2. Energy Beneath our Feet (grades: 9 - 12) 
3. Energy Storage (grades: 6 - 12) 
4. Future of Light (grades: all) 
5. Gumdrop Design 101: Building Your Future with Alpha Phi Alpha (grades: all) 
6. High Tech Entrepreneurship 101 (grades: 6 - 12) 
7. How Secure is Your Cyber Walk? (grades: all) 
8. Laser Technology Demo Show (grades: all) 
9. Mission LEGO® Robotics (maximum of 20 participants per session) (grades: 6 ï 8) 
10. Nanny's Double Dutch (grades: all) 
11. SHPE Outreach Olympics Obstacle Course (grades: 6 - 12) 
12. Small Science (grades: 3 ï 12) 
13. The 411: College and Careers in the Accounting and Business Profession (grades: 9 - 12) 
14. The Art and Science of Pocket Billiards (grades: all) 
15. The Raft Rally: A Lesson in Buoyancy (grades: all) 
16. Virtual Turntables: Hip Hop and Computer Science (grades: all) 
17. Wind Turbine Kits: Learn Through Play! (maximum of 30 participants per session) (grades: all) 



 

 


