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About Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
· Educates the leaders of tomorrow for technologically based careers

· 5,000 Undergraduate / 2,000 Graduate

· Programs – Architecture, Engineering, Humanities and Social Sciences, Management and Technology, Science, Information Technology
· Located in Troy, New York just up the Hudson River from Albany

Early Computing Initiatives

· Computer Calculus
· Computing Across the Curriculum

· Engineering Graphics and CAD

· Wide and deep adoption of technology since 1990

· Departmental and school initiatives

· Instructional Development Program

Student Laptop Requirement

· 1995-1997 3-year voluntary pilot program

· 1998 highly recommended - IBM ThinkPad 600
· 1999 required of all freshmen – IBM ThinkPad 600E
· 2000 second year of requirement – IBM ThinkPad T20
· 2001 first refresh with return of 1999 leased systems – IBM ThinkPad T22
· 2002 full deployment – IBM ThinkPad T30
· 2003 – IBM ThinkPad T40

· 2004 – IBM ThinkPad T42

Rensselaer Mobile Computing

· Laptops required for all undergraduates
· [image: image5.png]


Standard model offered

· Equality

· Value

· Commonality

· Appropriateness

· Service and Support
· Fall 2005 - IBM ThinkPad T43
· Configuration and training sessions

· Short courses

How do students use their laptop
· Courses

· Research

· Communication

· Collaboration 

· Recreation

· Portability makes it all easier. 
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Student Survey – Spring 2003
· Laptops were essential in course work -
83% of students agreed 

· Laptops made learning more enjoyable –
82% of students agreed

· “The laptops are great.”

· “I think the laptop program is useless.”

Technology in the Classroom

· Designed to facilitate interaction
· Support studio model of instruction (guide at the side, not sage on the stage)
· More than half of all classrooms have laptop power and network connections

· Some desktop classrooms as well
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Academic & Research Computing Services
· Mobile Computing

· Educational Technology Group
· Consulting and Research Computing

· Help Desk Services

· Campus Computer Store

· Rensselaer Computer Repair 

More Information

· Academic and Research Computing
· http://www.rpi.edu/dept/arc/web/
· Mobile Computing at Rensselaer
· http://www.rpi.edu/laptops
· http://www.rpi.edu/dept/arc/thinktank/thinktank2005.ppt
· Interactive Learning, Student Survey
· http://www.ciue.rpi.edu
Contact Information

	Name
	Title
	Department
	E-Mail Address
	Phone Number

	Mark Miller
	Associate Director
	Academic and Research Computing
	millem@rpi.edu
	518-276-2751

	Myra Williams
	Manager
	Mobile Computing Program
	willim6@rpi.edu
	518-276-8164
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