Noble Enterprise Constellation

Morris “Marty” Silverman’s $7 million gift, matched by Rensselaer for a value of $14 million, will create the Noble Enterprise Constellation, a group of distinguished senior and junior faculty in biotechnology research. It is intended that these faculty will have joint appointments at Rensselaer and at the Wadsworth Center of the New York State Department of Health.


To represent Mr. Silverman’s desire to keep the flame of progress burning in the Capital Region, a logo has been created (above) to symbolize the bright future for the international potential of the region, as well as to signify the illumination expected from the significant research and education strides to be realized through this Constellation at Rensselaer.

A special recognition piece was commissioned and hand crafted by the internationally known sculptor Giles Gilson. This piece, a 30 inch, hand-turned wooden flame, is yet another symbol of the flame of progress inspired by Mr. Silverman. The piece will be permanently housed in the new Biotechnology and Interdisciplinary Studies building planned for groundbreaking this spring, and will temporarily reside in the Albany International Airport.

Gilson, who was born in Schenectady and maintains his studio there, is well known for the work he has done with color, as well as the way he has combined various materials to create his sculptures. Mr. Gilson has been a technical consultant to companies such as the 3M Corporation, General Electric, and others. Collections of his work can be seen at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, the National Museum of American Art in Washington, D.C., and the Detroit Institute of Art.

